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Sample Research Essay

This is a sample of how to do a literary analysis using a specific literary theory (post-colonial theory). It was written for an American Literature 1 course, so the prompts
were different from yours. Read this to get an idea of what I'm looking for when | ask you to do this type of analysis. This essay. received an A.

Kim Kardashian

Professor Champion

English 2327

26 July 2021

Discovering the True America Through Literature

America is a country known for heart-stopping cheeseburgers, incredibly entertaining television, and a shameful history of racist practices. Throughout its past, the
United States has claimed to be a beacon of hope and freedom. In current day, the U.S. has become the opposite as the people of this nation have become more aware
of the truth. History that has been meticulously erased from our knowledge to maintain the appearance of a free nation. American education is selective with what is
taught in the classrooms. Selecting and cutting out the history of America’s racist past which has allowed racist practices to be perpetuated until current day. Students
are required to read stories of slavery without having chance to read creative pieces by African American authors in order to keep the perspective of white supremacists
being the only men capable of producing literature. Aside from the literature that is disregarded, many pieces of creative expression were never allowed to be created.
Today, there is a distorted image of America’s past that erases the atrocities that have been committed in its history. American Literature should be an accurate display
of the history of the United States— including the ugly parts. Conveniently for white men, the pieces of American Literature that remain today are those that were written
through a colonial lens. While historical pieces claim to accurately display American history, close analyzation of American Literature, the truth is found using postcolonial
theory to focus on the impacts left by imperialism, racist ideologies, and the acceptance of white supremacy in the foundation of the United States on current American
History.
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To begin, compositions of literature from different time periods are often revered as a time capsule to the past. Current day readers are often unaware of the effects that
colonialism had on the writing which results in a racist and white supremacist narrative being favored and then passed down as what is deemed to be history. Post-
colonial literature critics note how history from the perspective of the colonizer is glorified. They do so by considering all the aspects that influence a society. Author
Philipp Dan lists the considerations brought by post-colonial theory as such, “...analysis focuses on the epistemology, philosophy, ethnology, geography, anthropology,
linguistics and the jurisprudence which has developed around the colonial centre, and which formed an integral part of colonial conquest and rule” (Dann 124). The list
given by Dann is extensive, but necessary to understand all the aspects of a society. It becomes of even more importance when the humanity is stripped from certain
groups by an oppressor. No longer is that group revered by history as a sophisticated group capable of all the social complexities that the highly esteemed colonizer is
respected for. Through analyzing American Literature, utilizing a lens that considers all cultural aspects, even the ones attempted to be erased, the damaging effects of
colonialism become increasingly evident.

With that stated, analyzing American Literature through the assistance of post-colonial theory allows the reader to find racist and white supremacist foundations
displayed through the effects of imperialism. These effects are documented in accounts of the colonization of the West. The texts that have gained notoriety are written
by white-hetero men that exclusively account for their perspective of imperialism. Native Americans were deeply religious and had established their own sophisticated
religious practices long before the arrival of the colonist. However, the imperialist mindset is that their colony not only should dominate in physical wealth, but their
ideologies should also be spread as the sovereign religion. Roger Williams, the founder of the Baptist church in America, wrote his opinion on the Native American’s
treatment by the colonists in Christenings Make Not Christians. The discourse focused on the word “heathen” being used to refer to Native Americans. Williams believed
that this was unchristian like and needed to stop. In current curriculum, students are taught that Williams was an advocate for the Native Americans defending them
from the colonist who were evil. A quick Google search will even refer to him as someone who championed for religious freedoms as he was a believer in separating the
church and state.

However, this is not the true nature of Roger Williams. Instead, he is a person who wrote the following imperialist thoughts regarding the religion of another culture, “...
for the hopes of conversion, and turning the People of America unto God: There is no respect of Persons with him, for we are all the worke of his hands; from the rising
of the Sunne to the going downe thereof, his name shall be great among the nations...” (Williams 215-216). This text displays a colonist who only sees Native Americans
humans because there is hope for conversion. Williams, without the consent of the Natives, decides that his religion is the best for all the indigenous nations and further
their religion is worth nothing and is seen as something to imperialistically conquer for the “glory of God". The Natives already had their own religion, but supremacist
ideology seeks to colonize what was deemed sovereign by the empire of the colonizer.
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Sadly, the perspective of pro-imperialism shared by William Rogers is not alone in the canon of great literary texts in American Literature. Another author by the name of
Julius W. Pratt also reveals the supremacist ideologies that have been diluted in American Literature. In Expansionist of 1896, The Acquisition of Hawai'i and the Spanish
Islands, Pratt takes the side of American imperialism believing that it was a God-given duty to conquer. In the eyes of Pratt, conquering lands was necessary to establish a
dominant ideology that was superior to that of the previous nation. The belief that America was a unique nation that was made to be colonize is dominant throughout
the text. The author also tries to excuse the actions of imperialist nations by saying that there conquers are simply for material gain. However, the domination of
ideologies extends past economic interest so this theory by Pratt cannot be true. This is proved by author Fred Rippy in his critique of Pratt's text, “The ideas and interest
which caused the expansionist drive at the close of the last century were the conception of political superiority, the vivid sense of a moral mission or responsibility...”
(Rippy 192). Instead of taking the opportunity to discuss American Imperialism, which was rooted in a racist, superiority complex, Pratt instead defends imperialism. The
reading by Pratt offers a defense for American Supremacy which flaunts free-thinking while not focusing on the atrocities committed to achieve an American empire. This
mindset by Pratt is one of excuses and denial that is common in American Literature.

Perhaps disappointing, but not surprising is the fact that Thomas Jefferson also upheld racist and white supremacist in his ideals. The narrative taught, at least the one
that is most remembered by American students is that of: Jefferson helping write the “Declaration of Independence”. Although his role in the writing was composing
words that weren't held true till years after, he's still glorified for having a part in the writing of those words. Written in the document is the following belief, “We hold
these truths to be self-evident—that all men are created equal...” (Jefferson). As stated by the document, the United States took pride in being a free nation which
understood the value of individuality, however these were just empty promises that many enslaved people died while waiting to have fulfilled. The signature of Jefferson
on the Declaration and his role in the writings, have placed him in the good graces of history, revered as someone who stood for equality, even though in truth, some of
his true ideals were far from worthy of respect.

In addition, from false promises written to the American people, Jefferson also spoke harshly about the Native Americans. Jefferson took pride in exploring the riches in
America often journaling about “new"” discoveries. In reality, these discoveries were never new to Native Americans who had learned to observe nature long before the
arrival of colonizers. Despite Jefferson’s awe of the natural world never sparked a gratefulness to the Native American culture who esteemed his new discoveries in much
higher regards. Author John Wunder accounted for the racist ideologies that Jefferson was vocal in his contributions to American Literature specifically in the “Declaration
of Independence”. The words written by Jefferson towards the Indigenous Americans was, “merciless Indian savages...” (Jefferson). At the very foundation of American
Literature as well as American History is the racist rhetoric of Jefferson. His words affected the treatment of Native Americans by affirming racist, white-supremacist
ideologies held by the colonizers. Wunder writes the following about Jefferson, “His hostilities are legion and complex. Originator of the United States government's
ethnic cleansing policies” (Wunder 65). The opening lines of the “Declaration of Independence” claim freedom for all. Further these were words written by Jefferson.
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American Literature holds the words written by Jefferson in high regard yet the institutions in charged with the educating of history are selective in stating details of
Jefferson's true ideologies.

Since Thomas Jefferson was a founding father as well as a contributor to the racist and white supremacist ideologies in American Literature, his ideals were allowed to be
frozen in time. During the conception of this nation, racist principles were written into what should be free from the opinion of man. Native Americans as well as the
other oppressed groups in the United States felt the “Declaration of Impendence” was written excluding them, it can not represent them. Instead, it represents
colonialism and the glorification of imperialism. Wunder pens, “Over two millennia, American Indians have interpreted the Declaration of Independence in at least three
ways: as a document of colonialism in the century of its creation as a document used as a basis for assimilation and the forced alteration of nineteenth-century cultures”
(Wunder 66). From the U.S., accountability for the genocide committed against the Native Americans is well deserved and long overdue. Disappointingly, if the
gatekeepers of American Literature continue to hide racist ideologies, there will be no change.

In a slight contrast of ideals, the piece of colonial-American Literature produced by Benjamin Franklin titled, Remarks Concerning the Savages of North America, portrays
a different point of view on American supremacy. In the text, Franklin writes about the native American people in an objectifying manner. He speaks with an evidently
ignorant amazement of Native Americans and their culture. He writes, “The politeness of these savages in conversation is indeed carried to excess...” (Franklin 464). While
the words seem to come from a genuine place that wants fellow readers to learn from the peaceful practices of the natives, there is still underlying white supremacist
ideology and rhetoric. The notion that a Native American could be polite to the standards of the West is a back-handed compliment that was so deeply rooted in white

supremacy that it was ignored and passed off as a compliment. Those who wish to ignore the white supremacist undertones do so by praising Franklin for writing a piece
in defense of the Native Americans.

The criticism of imperialism, white supremacy, and racist ideologies are best analyzed using post-colonial theory as a method of understanding the social and cultural
aspects that influenced what is now the texts used to gain knowledge of our past. The writings, Christenings Make Not Christians, and Remarks Concerning the Savages
of North America both display imperialist, racist, and white-supremacist ideologies in the founding of our nation. Using post-colonial theory, close examination of
historical figures such as Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin show the awful ideologies that founded our nation. The promotion of American Literature that

displays freedom for all as an American legacy falls short in holding the originators of racist practices accountable. In order for the United States to truly become a nation
for all, it must first analyze the foundation that built it through all of its pieces of literature.
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